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MD-88/90 Program News

As many of you already know, George Lewis
has recently announced an exciting
resource for all DVA pilots. George has
taken the helm of the new Delta Academy,
which offers everyone some great learning
opportunities.

Recent Promotions

We would like to congratulate the following
Mad Dog pilots on their recent promotions.

Mad Dog Screenshot Contest

As announced on the Water Cooler last
month, | ran a very informal screenshot
contest. | received some great screenshots,
making the decision a tough one. So, to cut
to the chase, the winner of the first Mad
Dog screenshot contest is Nathan Rasch.
Even though the other shots depicted very
strong images of the Mad Dog in motion,
Nathan’s shot pulled at me with its shot
angle, mood and realism (not to sound too
artsy-fartsy). It features ship 903 at the
gate on a rainy Boston day.

The runner up position goes to Robert Cline
for his touchdown shot of a Mad Dog
dressed in the “Widget” livery.

Thanks to all who participated. Many of the
shots received will be featured in the
upcoming “refresh” of the MD-88/90
manual. You can take a look at some of the
other shots further down in the newsletter.

We have been working with George to come up
with ways we can help out our Mad Dog pilots
specifically. General training will still be offered
directly through the Academy, but we’d also like
to set up specific training areas that focus on the
Mad Dog. More to come on this!

Justin Erb (bvA2125) — Captain

Brian Lovell (bvaisso) — Captain
Pierre-Luc Giroux (bvA2116) — Captain
Justin Gee (DvA1285)— Captain
Danny Tanner (Dva2588) — Captain
Tyler Rosenkrans (DvA2466) — Captain
Joe Renkas (DvA2620) — Captain

*

Nathan Rasch

Delta Virtual Airlines (DVA) is in no way affiliated with Delta Air Lines or any of its subsidiaries. The information contained in
this document is for flight simulation use only. This document is freeware only.
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Mad Dogs in the News

Delta Shuttle Customers Gain More
Seat Availability with Introduction of
MD-88 Aircraft on Popular Boston-New

York-Washington Routes

ATLANTA, Aug. 11, 2005 — Delta Air Lines
(NYSE: DAL) will offer customers flying its
popular Delta Shuttle between New York
LaGuardia, Boston Logan International, and
Washington Reagan National airports more
seats than any other shuttle product in the
Northeast with the introduction of the MD-
88 aircraft beginning Nov. 1, 2005. Nine
MD-88 aircraft will be configured into
spacious, one-class cabins with 134 seats,
compared with the current 120 seats flown
with Boeing 737-300G aircraft.

“Delta Shuttle customers have asked for
more availability on this highly popular,
hourly route and we’re delivering it, along
with our new comfortable cabin interiors,”
said Paul Matsen, Delta’s Chief Marketing
Officer.

Delta Shuttle MD-88s will be reconfigured
with Delta’s new cabin interior design
currently flying on Delta’s mainline aircraft
and featuring brighter interiors and new,
stylish leather seats.

“As part of our airline’s ongoing
transformation, we are committed to
improving customers’ overall travel
experience, including service provided by
the Delta Shuttle, a long-time
transportation staple for Northeast business
and leisure customers,” said Matsen. “The
Shuttle also plays an important strategic
role for Delta, allowing us to compete
aggressively and effectively in the
Northeast marketplace.”

http://news.delta.com/article_display.cfm?article_i
d=9832

Farewell Sightseeing Flight of Last MD80

On 22 June 2005, the Austrian Airlines Group
said farewell to the last aircraft of the MD80
series to be used by the company with a final
sightseeing flight around Austria. The flight
marked the end of an era lasting almost 25
years, during which the short-range and
medium-range aircraft formed the backbone of
the Austrian Airlines Group’s operations.

The first MD80 was taken over by Austrian on 3
October 1980 and entered scheduled service on
26 October 1980. Over the years, a total of 20
aircraft of the versions MD81, -82, -83 und -87
were deployed by the Austrian carrier. The
farewell flight of the MD83 OE-LMD “Villach” was
also used as practice by the Austrian Air Force,
underlining the extensive cooperation between
the two Austrian aviation partners.

Meanwhile, the latest replacement jets are
already being used to operate scheduled and
charter services on short- and medium-range
routes: the Airbus A320 fleet family, with six
A321, eight A320 and five A319 types, and the
Boeing 737 “New Generation” with five Boeing
737-800, two Boeing 737-700 and one Boeing
737-600.

http://www.aua.com/at/eng/Austrian/news/MD
+80/
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Flying the STAR
(Larry Foltran)

I've recently been getting more and more
questions related to flying a published
approach. So | decided to feature a brief
explanation on the subject this month.

Standard Terminal Arrival Routes (STARSs)
exist at all major airports. These routes
serve to “funnel” traffic along the same
path during the approach. While some
airports have only a single STAR in place,
others may have numerous. Some airports
now feature RNAV STARs, helping out the
controller even more. But in this article,
we’ll be looking at the traditional STAR.
STARs are normally arranged by where
traffic is inbound from. Taking KATL as an
example:

MACEY TWO — Inbound from the NE & E.
SINCA THREE — Inbound from the SE & E.
ROME TWO — Inbound from the NW & W.
LA GRANGE ONE — Inbound SW & W.

A STAR is selected during the flight
planning process. Your flight plan will
normally be affected by what transition you
plan to use for the STAR. More about that
later.

For this article, we are going to dissect the
SINCA THREE Arrival. 1 have included a
copy of this STAR further down. This arrival
route is used for flights inbound from
Orlando (MCO), Miami (MIA) or Daytona
Beach (DAB), just to name a few.

In this case, we have a single page chart,
which features the transition descriptions on
the same page as the illustrated route
information. Some STARs have two pages,
an illustrated route page and a separate
description page. Either areas or pages
offer the same basic information.

The best way to learn about the STAR is to
follow as if you were flying it, so let's do
that. In this example, we will be flying in
from Miami International. The flight plan |

have come up with is:
MIA MIA9 HEDLY J53 ORL J81 VQQ SINCA3 KATL

Focusing on only the STAR portion, this
flight plan tells me that we will be entering
the SINCA THREE arrival via the VQQ, or
CECIL, transition. Consider the transition
points as gates. That is the point in which
you are officially on the approach path.
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will be traveling at heading 010 towards CHESN.
As you can see, this one of the “funnel” points |
referred to earlier, as all three transition routes
lead to this point. One major thing to note as
well is that CHESN and CECIL are two different
types of waypoints. CECIL is a VOR point (see
the callout for frequency information) where as
CHESN is an intersection. I’'m sure all of our 727
pilots would agree when | say that following the
STAR without the aide of a GPS or FMS system
requires much more skill and training than with
a computerized navigational system. Today,
we’ll assume that our FMS is working perfectly.

Referring back to your chart, it shows that after
CHESN we’ll be turning to heading 336 towards
the BAXLY intersection. The routine continues
through DUBLIN, RIPPI and SINCA (the STAR's
final “funnel” point). At CANUK and HUSKY, we
see a different callout. These are altitude and
speed restrictions. They serve as a “heads up” to
help the pilot plan his descent. ATC will normally
inform you of what restriction will be used when
entering the STAR. If there is no ATC, following
these restrictions will provide you with a smooth
and well-timed descent. Another thing to add is
that ATC will normally not direct you to a
waypoint not on your active STAR. If you are
requested to “head direct” a certain nav point,
no need to panic. 99.9% of the time it will be on
your STAR. If not, request confirmation.
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Flying the STAR (continued)

For the sake of this example, we will
assume that the winds call for a westward
landing. To go one step further, we have
been told we will be landing on runway 27L
(and, as discussed last month, we’re
prepared with that chart and published
missed approach procedure...right?)

Since we will be landing west, we have
crossed CANUK at 12,000 feet, at 250 knots
IAS and we’re currently flying towards
HUSKY. Again, under ATC we will be
following their altitude instructions. We
could either be descending or holding at
12K.

HUSKY marks the end of the arrival route. Tips For Flving the STAR Online
Most likely ATC will be turning us north to

position us for the 27L approach. With no
ATC, I normally make the turn shortly after
that point as well. That should put us on
track to a perfect landing at KATL.

- ATC altitude and speed restrictions always
supersede what is shown on the chart. If
you believe the controller may have made
a mistake, check with him or her.

That’s basically all there is to flying the
STAR. As you can see on the chart, there is
more information shown that | did not go
over. With the basics in place, you can
continue to learn more about these

- Review your planned STAR during the
cruise phase and before starting your
descent. This is especially useful when
coming into an airport you’ve never

visited.
approaches.
I d tt - Some STARs are somewhat complex.
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to the “race track” symbols along the path.
Although quite uncommon in the virtual
flying world, these areas offer ATC a place
to hold aircraft to adjust spacing. In the 5+
years I've been flying online, I've only been
asked to hold twice and both occasions
were during fly-in events. Regardless, every
pilot should know what to do when
instructed to hold at a specific waypoint. It
will make your flight more enjoyable and
help make the controller a happy camper.

ServINFO, your TCAS or other equivalents
to keep tabs on other traffic on the same
approach.

- Plan your Top of Descent (TOD) point
ahead of time to prevent shuttle re-entry
style approaches. (Note: Our Mad Dogs
are not equipped with heat resistant tiles
and excessive restock of airsickness bags
can be costly)

As with everything else, the more you fly
the STARs, the better you'll get.
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